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Opinion

www.postvillenewspaper.com

Guest editorial: What you sow, is what you reap
I have been a resident of
Postville for 56 years. It has
been a good community to
live in and earn a living in. we
have witnessed many changes
in those years. In the midst of
the chaos and problems that
have hit us recently, I would
like to bring some perspective and balance to the situation that we face....
We were a good community before Agriprocessors
came to town and we will
survive and be a good community after they are gone.
History teaches us some
lessons.... The Bible puts it
in simple truth “WHAT YOU
SOW IS WHAT YOU REAP”
Greed, dishonesty and abuse
of power and money have
brought some huge disasters
to individuals, communities,
cities and nations, but reform
and change have also shown

John Kittleson, Postville

that rebuilding and blessing
can come out of disasters,
examples are: The San Francisco earthquake and ﬁres in
Chicago and Spencer, Iowa,
the tornadoes in Charles City,
Oelwein and Parkersburg, the
ﬂoods in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
City, Palo and Elkader. These
were devastating disasters,
but they recovered by work,
cooperation, and rebuilding
using the resources of good
leadership, hope and vision
put into action.
We had good industrial
and business operations in
Postville: meat processing
plants operated by Marhoefer, Hygrade, Wayne Poultry
and Iowa Turkey Products
were all good employers and
assets to our community.
We still are fortunate to
have many good industrial
and business operations in

Postville who contribute
economic beneﬁts to all of
us. To name some: Norplex
Plastic Factory, R. E. C.
Electric Co-op, Hall Roberts’
Company, Postville Farmer’s
Co-op, Postville Vet Clinic,
two medical clinics, Mueller
Concrete Enterprises, Ziegler
Cat Construction Equipment,
Co., Moore’s Supermarket,
John’s Hardware and Appliance, Szabo Construction
Co., Bodley Machine and
Welding, Guppy’s Convenience Store, two plumbing
an heating businesses, two
garage auto repair shops, several good restaurants, beauty
shops, two banks, several
insurance agencies, Farmer’s
Co-op convenience store and
several contractors.
In addition we have a
solid institutional foundation, including: three excel-

Long-time deputy Jerry Valley notiﬁes Board of
Supervisors about his retirement at year’s end
by Bob Beach
The Allamakee County
Board of Supervisors met
in regular session Monday,
November 3 with Chairman
Lennie Burke, Kathy Campbell and Dave Duncklee
in attendance. Sheriff Tim
Heiderscheit presented the
Board with a letter of resignation from Jerry Valley, effective December 31, due to
his retirement. Heiderscheit
said that Valley’s last day of
work will be at the end of November due to vacation time
and other considerations.
Heiderscheit also said that the
Sheriff’s Department will not
immediately seek a replacement for Valley due to budget
considerations. The Board
voted to accept Valley’s res-

ignation.
County Engineer Brian
Ridenour reported the hiring
of Delbert Wilkins at $14.99
per hour as an equipment operator for Secondary Roads.
The Board approved the hiring of Wilkins, who will begin work November 17.
Ridenour also presented
the Board with bids for a diesel pick-up for the Waukon
Shop. The Board voted to accept the low bid of $32,573
from Torkelson Motors in
Waukon for a one-ton Dodge
pickup.
Kim Waters and Jan
Heikes of the CPC gave brief
updates to the Board in a department head meeting. Waters informed the Board about
a new 15-minute interval time

report now required for reimbursement from the State and
Heikes updated the Board on
long-term disaster recovery
efforts from this past summer’s ﬂooding and planning
for future disasters. Heikes
also reported that the situation in Postville related to
recent events at the Agriprocessors facility is continually
changing and there is no end
in sight.
The Board also accepted
a court-ordered tax abatement for Northern Engraving
in Waukon.
In other business, the
Board accepted and placed
on ﬁle the cost allocation plan
for ﬁscal year 2008 from Cost
Advisory Services and a corrected manure management
plan from Grifﬁth.

Allamakee County also seeing record early voter
turn-out; early voting popular in Iowa, USA

Much like the State of Iowa and the entire nation as a whole, the Allamakee County Auditor’s ofﬁce also reports record-setting turn-out for early voting in the November 4 General
Election. County ofﬁcials shared that, as of Monday morning, November 3, more than 2,400
absentee ballots had been turned in to the Auditor’s ofﬁce, resulting in an approximate 20%
voter turn-out at that point in time and totaling well above the 2004 General Election statistics
of 1,700 absentee ballots for Allamakee County.

lent Christian Churches (who
have valiantly contributed
help to many immigrants and
needy persons during this crisis). We are also blessed to
have an excellent school system that is staffed by capable
and caring administration and
teachers. We also have a wonderful nursing home operated
by The Good Samaritan Society, a ﬁne YMCA and many
community clubs and organizations who are the fabric
that holds us together as a
community.
WE ARE NOT A GHOST
TOWN AND WE WILL NOT
BE A GHOST TOWN.
So, in the midst of a lot
of bad news, we have good
news, hope for survival and a
good future. We will survive
and be a good community if
we have the vision, the will
and the fortitude to press on
and not dwell on the negative
but accentuate the positive.
Trust God, pray, encourage one another and work
diligently to build a better future in Postville in Postville.
Let’s sow good seed and we
will reap a good harvest.
John Kittleson

The stability and future
of Postville is on everyone’s
mind these days, and people
are worried. These are tense
times, which is perhaps why
some have misinterpreted the
thanksgiving celebration on
Thursday night.
It means a lot to the Jewish community that Sholom
was released to be with his
family and community, a
sentiment that was shared

by many others, both locally
and in various communities
throughout the world.
Therefore, the Jewish
community gathered to thank
G-d for this kindness. It is
our custom to acknowledge
G-d’s kindness and to give
thanksgiving in the context
of a meal. While we are all
in times of uncertainty, we
can certainly take the time to
thank G-d for His many kind-

nesses and express our faith
that He will continue to show
us His kindness in the future.
The images of a community giving thanks while
in difﬁcult times may have
been difﬁcult to understand,
particularly by others also affected by this crisis, which is
why I have chosen to write to
the editor.
Getzel Rubashkin
Postville, Iowa

BUSINESS LISTING DIRECTORY
YOUR GUIDE TO AREA BUSINESS SERVICES

Family Dentistry

B & K Heating & Plumbing Inc.

Associates of Monona
Mark
Fohey
D.D.S.

285 E. Greene St.
Postville, IA

101 Franklin
Monona, IA 52159

Linda
Carstens
D.D.S.

563-539-4651

(563) 864-3332
Owners:
Brian Bohr & Ken Klepper

New patients welcome!

Auto. Home. Life...

Quillans and VMH offering free diabetes testing
On November 20th, Veterans Memorial Hospital Diabetes Coordinator, Teresa Myers, RN,
will be visiting Quillin’s Food Ranch in Waukon to perform free blood sugar diabetes tests to
the shoppers in the store during National Diabetes Month. These free tests will be available on
Thursday, November 20th, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
The Quillin’s in-store free health testing is held the third Thursday of each month. A
different free health test is offered each. There is no fasting required for any of these tests. All
tests have immediate results and any high readings will be referred to a physician for a more
detailed test.
For more information, please call Quillin’s at 568-3316 or Veterans Memorial Hospital
at 568-3411.

Girl Friday
Clerical Services

Color Copying, Typing, Labeling, Letters, Cards, Data Entry,
Lamination, Family History Books, Class Reunion,
Cook Books, Photo Transfers, Business Cards, Invitations

No Job is Too Small for Girl Friday!
Jo Suckow • Postville • Phone 563-864-7557

NICC issues 1st bonds for renovation, construction
Northeast Iowa Community College trustees voted to
approve $9.9 million in bond
anticipated project notes
(BAPN). This is the ﬁrst issuance from the $35 million bond levy approved by
taxpayers last December. It
will fund expenses that have
already occurred as well as
projects that are expected to
begin next year.
In related news, Noel

gave an update on current
and upcoming construction
projects. The project at the
Town Clock Center in downtown Dubuque is proceeding
as planned. It is scheduled to
be complete by November
1. This project, which links
college services, Iowa Workforce Development and East
Central
Intergovernmental
Agency, provides a one-stop
center for people needing job
dislocation and education assistance. Projects scheduled
to begin this spring are renovations of the current Industrial Technology facility on
the Calmar campus and construction of a new Industrial
Technology facility on the

Peosta campus.
During their annual reorganization meeting of NICC’s
Board of Trustees, Dr. Ken
Reimer of Elkader was reelected president of the board,
and Ronda Kirkegaard of
Dubuque was re-elected vice
president.
Jim Anderson and Dan
White were administered
the oath of ofﬁce as newly
re-elected board members.
Sworn in prior to the meeting
was

NICC
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HARTLEY
ELECTRIC
John Hartley
Postville
864-3720

Wiring Maintenance • Residential • Farm

Northeast Iowa Gutters

• Seamless Gutters 5”& 6” & Gutter Covers
CLEANING
• Siding & Windows
NEW INSTALLATION
FREE ESTIMATES
& REPAIR
• Soffit & Fascia
COLORS &
• Interior & Exterior Remodeling

John Roe or Darwin Frana
Over 12 Years Experience

John: (563)568-2406; Cell (563)568-1870
Darwin: (563)380-8411

COLOR MATCHING
SATISFYING
ALL YOUR
CONSTRUCTION
NEEDS

Sommer Pumper LLC
Septic Service
• Septic Tanks • Car Washes • Pits
Jeff Sommer, Owner

Cell: (563) 568-9004

Low Rate
Financing
Available with Approval.
See dealer for details.

Home: (563) 568-4412

24 Hours
Service

• Septic Pumping
• Porta-Potty Rentals

GARY’S

(for all your special occasions or building sites)

727 E. Main, Waukon

563-568-4212 or 563-568-1379

Tractor & Implement
(563) 568-3509 • (800) 285-3509
garystr@salamander.com

Ness Pumping Service Inc.

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE!
Call Sara at the Postville
Herald-Leader to place your
business in our directory!

Ph. 563-864-3333

